
MAJOR CHANGES IN PEOPLE’S LIVES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3_XsAkAMXo&list=PLCF1dW6rNPXUKebpNFp
eRgVqpiomP7P5y&index=4

KEY

21-E 22-D 23-H 24-C 25-A 26-F 27-E 28-C 29-G 30-B

PART 4
Part Four consists of two tasks. You´ll hear five short extracts in which people are
talking about major changes in their lives. Look at Task One. For questions 21 to 25,
choose from the list (A to H) each speaker´s main reason for changing their life. Now
look at Task Two. For questions 26 to 30, choose from the list (A to H) the feeling each
speaker has about their new way of life. While you listen, you must complete both
tasks. You now have 45 seconds to look at Part Four.

(pause)
Tone

Speaker One: I´d always liked the idea of flying, but when I was younger I was a music
teacher, because the hours fitted in with my two sons. As they grew up, they became
involved in aviation, so the conversation often revolved around planes. Then at fifty-
two, after taking early retirement, I realised a lifetime´s ambition and learned to fly,- I
loved it inmmediately!. I completed my first long fight last year, circumnavigating the
globe-, I got sponsors and raised a lot of money for charity. It wasn´t just completing
the trip that gave me a big sense of achievement, it was helping people who are less
fortunate. I´ve never done anything like that before.
(pause)

Speaker Two: I´d been working in a bank for five years, and I thought, “Do I want to do
this forever?”. I went on holiday and loved it,- it was so different. I got to know the
manager of the hotel where I was staying, they were very short-staffed and he gave
me the chance to work in the office straightaway. I´d just got promotion at the bank,
but, when a job like that lands in your lap, you can´t pass it up. Life´s very relaxed here,
though you´re not outside in the sun all day, like you are on holiday. But I couldn´t
imagine going baack to nine to five every day and endless commuting. The salary isn´t
everything!.
(pause)



Speaker Three: My father wanted me to become a lawyer, but left to my own devices
I´d have done something more creative. Looking back, I found practising law very
uncreative,- and doing a job you dislike is soul-destroying. When the children´s nanny
left at short notice, it spurred me on to give up my job. I didn´t want the children
brought up by a series of strangers. So, I started going to art classes and painting at
home,- something I´d always wanted to do as a kid. Whenever I paint, it´s so peaceful;
I´m more laid-back now and I have a lot more time for people. I can do without the
high income,- my family comes first.
(pause)

Speaker Four: I was manager of a London department store, being nice to people all
day and living for the hours when I could escape to ride my horse. I´d always loved
horse-riding,- I could practically ride before I could walk,- but there I was slogging away
working all hours to pay for a horse I barely had time to ride. I dreamed of running my
own stable-yard. My friends said I was mad, but I gave up a secure job and put every
penny into these run-down stables. Terrifying! But now, I´m surrounded by fresh air
and horses every day rather than cars and crowds. I drop into bed exhausted every
night, but I feel so much better in myself.
(pause)

Speaker Five: I was working as a photographer. Then, while on holiday abroad, I saw
this wonderful dancing! I started dancing classes as soon as I got home. At first it was
just a hobby, but then I realised I was good enough to dance prefessionally,- but that
meant moving abroad. So, I left my firends and flew off to a new life!. It was pretty
scary,- I had to succeed as a foreigner, and adapt to a different culture. But I walked
straight off the plane into a job, and I haven´t looked back since. I´m not a top star, but
in the dance-world here everyone knows my name which counts for a lot,- because it´s
a very competitive environment.
(pause)
Tone

Now you will hear Part Four again
(pause)

That is the end of Part Four


